
 

City of Cedar Rapids 

 101 First Street SE 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

Telephone: (319) 286-5872 
  

MINUTES  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING, 

Wednesday, March 23, 2022 @ 3:00 p.m. 

Collins Conference Room & Zoom 

 

Members Present: 

Tracey Achenbach  Stefanie Munsterman 

Ashley Balius   Laura O’Leary 

Selinya Carew   Chad Pelley 

Dedric Doolin   Kristin Roberts 

Lindsey Ellickson  Dennis Rucker 

Alicia Faust   Brittany Scanlon 

Heather Harney  Carrie Slagle 

Paula Mitchell   Robin Tucker 

 

Members Absent: 

Danielle Rodriguez 

Aaron Saylor      

Kelli Sharpe 

      

Others Present:    

None 

        

City Staff:  

Sara Buck, Housing Services Manager 

Seth Gunnerson, Zoning Administrator – Development Services 

Jeff Wozencraft, Planner II – Community Development 

Haley Sevening, Planner II – Community Development   

   

Call Meeting to Order 

 

• The meeting was called to order at 3:04 p.m.  

• Sixteen Commissioners were present. Three were absent.  

 

1) Public Comment  

a) There was no public comment 

 

2) Roll Call 

 

3) Approval of Minutes – January 26, 2022 

 

Ashley Balius motioned to approve the January 26, 2021 meeting minutes. Selinya Carew seconded the 

motion. The motion was unanimously approved.  

 

 



  
 

1. Presentation  

 

a. Zoning Code Update – Seth Gunnerson, Zoning Administrator - Development Services 

Seth Gunnerson provided an overview of the Zoning Code and the updates that have made since 

2019, which has made infill development and a mix of housing types easier to develop. Recent 

additions to the code allow a path for smaller homes and allow accessory dwelling units (ADUs). Jeff 

Wozencraft and Haley Sevening gave additional information on ADUs and provided the draft 

marketing materials that are being prepared to educate the public on these opportunities. 

Questions: 

• Would you need to register as a landlord if your adult family member was living in the 

ADU, but was not being charged rent? Yes, unless the family member was also included on 

the property deed. 

• Can an ADU be built on a property that is being utilized as a rental? Yes, ADUs can be built 

on residential properties, regardless if it is owner occupied or being utilized as a rental. 

• While this assists with allowing smaller infill structures and ADUs, has the zoning code 

update assisted in reducing the need for rezoning for larger housing projects? Single Family 

zones allow for up to three units (2 of which would be ADUs – one attached and one 

detached max), which is a large portion of the City. Commercial/Mixed Use zones may have 

a maximum structure size/number of units. So, it depends on what zone district the property 

is currently in and what is being proposed, but many of these are being reviewed 

administratively due to the change in zoning code. 

• Can an ADU be used for a home office? So, they may be set up as a full unit with 

bathroom/kitchen, but then be used as an office space. The home occupation portion of the 

zoning code also received some updates, but generally you can utilize it to just work from 

(assuming customers are not coming to the site). If you plan to have customers come on site, 

the use would need to be reviewed and permitted. 

 

2. Discussion Items 

a. Ongoing Housing Needs meeting update & discussion – Ashley Balius 
Ashley Balius provided an update on the last Ongoing Housing Needs group meeting. Ashley 

described the need in the community for supportive housing, which is housing that requires at least 

one additional service to obtain and maintain housing for households. Ashley stated that the 

Affordable Housing Commissions role is to identify ways to incentivize development to bring new 

units online and look at best practice models from other communities.  
b. American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding update – Sara Buck 

Sara Buck gave an update on the funding recommendations from Round 1 of ARPA funding, stating 

that the City approved their funding appropriations at the end of February and the County planned to 

make their appropriations by the end of March. 

c. Sub-committee meeting report out 
i. 0-30% AMI – Ashley Balius 

ii. Development – Tracey Achenbach 

iii. Policy & Legislation – Paula Mitchell  

iv. Education, Communication, & Outreach – (Did not meet) 

 
3. Announcements 

a. Agency Updates 

i. Tracey Achenbach stated that the Housing Fund for Linn County has made $160,000 

available in their grant round to create or preserving affordable housing. Applications are 

due by April 20, 2022. The board should be approving funding at their May 5th meeting. 

ii. Stefanie Munsterman stated that the City of Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission is hiring 

a Civil Rights Investigator. Applications should be received prior to April 30, 2022. 

iii. Dedric Doolin stated that he received a message that Waypoint has a board position opening. 



iv. Brittany Scanlon stated that Habitat International received a gift from MacKenzie Scott for 

$436 Million. Funding was not received locally, but Des Moines is one of the direct 

recipients. 

v. Kristin Roberts stated that United Way World Wide also received a donation from 

MacKenzie Scott in the amount of $25 Million, which will stay with the World Wide 

organization. She also mentioned that Affordable Housing Network Inc. did received some 

funding but wasn’t sure of the exact amounts.   

 

4. Adjournment  

Meeting adjourned at 4:22 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting - May 25, 2022 3pm 


